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,];]xchange
Completed
In 10 Trips

Last Flight Brings
Chiefs Once Held
In High Ransom

By Charles E. Taylor
MIAMI, «Dec. 24 (UPI)
The Iast of II13 cuban 1
vasion prisoners, ransomed
from Cuban Premier Fide
Castro in a Christmas Evq
wrapup of a 53-million-dol
lar airlift to freedom, land
ed here tonight.

same fime he would send t
the United States at dawn oy
Wednesday some 1000 relaj]
tives of the prisoners seekin
refuge from Cuba now tha
the invasion captives are frei

And prisoners exchange n
gotiator James B. Donovan
who flew home aboard the las|
of ﬁthxee planeloads of }JI‘I‘-

oners, said he had obt~ j
“ceriain pledges” from Casts}]
for early release of 23 Amer
cans held in Cuban jails.
The New York attorne;r
called it a “Merry Christma
finale to -his “Operatio
Mercy.”
His plane, the last of th
10-flight, two-day airlift, land¢
at 9:35 p. m., (EST.)
Castro played a game of 3
iand mouse earlier in the da
'delaymg the departure
{many of the prisoners by sta
mg a big air show with RuH
|sian-built Mig jet fighters
I'airspace designated for t}

(o rme

-

Castro announced at th¢l.

| halted Sunday night, 'sm

¢
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ﬂexile group that sparked ithe

abortive April 17,
sion.

After about 90 minutes of
official welcoming, proressing
and a hot meal at the air base.
the prigoners
to go to Dinner Key Auditori-
um in Miami for the reunion
with their families and friends.

About 3000 exiles waited o
cheer and weep. over the men
who spent 20 months in Cas-
iro's jails, then take

1961, inva-

presents and soft beds sa lony
unfamiliar.

In New  York, meanwl:ile,
Chairman Peter McChesney
of the Committee of Ameérican
Steamship ILines said  the

by the Cuban dictator that he
would permit some 1000 reta-.
tivés of the prisoners to icave:
Havatta at dawn Wednesdavi
aboard the freighter Africah.
Pilol, which carried 1800 tonsi
of ransom goods to Cuha Sat-
urday.

Cuban authorities mforn:ed
MeChesney that Castro” was
freefng the relalives 48 “a
Christmas bor\us to the ran-
-som ‘deal.”

The airlift began Sunday

agdin. this morning, tht

tered  again until the ﬁ*‘fm

<urge tonlght -
The air show by about 36;

H Mig* jots was held near the |

Sarn.Antonio airbase ot the|
outs}mts of Havana, departure |
paiht’ for the prisoner ajrlift.

The first Pan American
Woild Airways plane of the |
_day-—and the fifth of the Lwo-
day flight to freedom - landed
at Homeslead Air Forre Dase'
‘at 10:23 a.m. with 109 pa sen- |
- gers. ahoard.

A second plane axrwe(
11:30 a.m. with another 108 |
abogrd to be fod and processed |
at the base 20 mlleq souith of
i Miarhi.

Four Pan American planes
'were, waiting at the Cuban
em'barkatmn point at this
"time, but once again the
“hours passed and at 3 p. m.

|Mercy planes.
| Aboard the windup flighk
were the three invasion lea
ers who once had a $500,0
ransom price on their hea
and the son of Jose Miro C
idona, leader of the Cub
|Revolutionary Council, t

Approved For R

thcy- still were sitting there
w1’dr0ut having been given
" takeoff clearance.
Finally the green
'ﬂashed and the Red Cross
‘announced that the third
plan-eload of the day had lift-

light

[ ed. dff from Cuba at 4:33 p. m.

(R.&T):carrying 175 passen;
gors.
At

533 p. m. the

| at‘

plane!

hoarded buses’

them -
home to the Christmas trees,:

Committee had becn assured, o dq down. at t{omestead. airstrip again on the pretext

There _had been
‘plained lapse of more
51
‘Cuba. .

1t was the third such aggra-
vating delay for the remain-
ing prisoners’ families and
friends after a 10-hour delay
through most of Sunday, after
which four planes loads were
evacuated and a 13-hour over-
night holdup, although U, S.
plane crews had volunteered

an  unex-
than

'ito “work through the night.”
E. Barrett Pretlyman Jr., a|

‘Washington attorney who
tworked with Donovan.in set-
‘ting up the prisoner exchénge,
'returned meanwhile on one of
ithe flights and said he could
mot promise that all of the
|prisoners could he freed by
tonight as the cxiles hoped.

i, “There is nothing wrong but
'Lhoso things take time,” he
;sald evading quecstions as to
what “things” were delaying
the takeoffs,

Increasingly angry mcembers
of the Bay of Plgs Brigade ac-
cused Castro of ‘flddlmg

around just to ‘aggravate us

Thcy pointed, as examp]e
to how he withheld ‘takeolf.
orders , Sunday until he had’
inspected. manifests of the
African Pilot, the World War
II {reighter which
most .of the originally .prom-
ised list-of supplies to Cuba.
Then he also inspected eight
cargo plane loads of, perish-
able supplies with maddening
deliberation, lounged for a
'while beside the airstrip in a
brand new U."S. automohile

sistence ‘gave the “gp” signal
for the first four planes.

Then he closed down the
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hours before it departed;

carried

and finally at Donovan® in-,

that he did not want the pris-
oners flown out at night.

There was only one stretch-
er case among the early ar-
rwals ‘and, in general, the men
appeared healthy.

U. S. immigration officials
who accompanied the men fg
the flights from Cuba sa
they filled the planes with
shouts of “Viva United States”
fand-“Viva President Kennedy”
las they winged toward Miami.

Emotion-charged scenes de-
veloped as the new arrivals
were greeted hy waiting com-
rades in arms {rom among the
60 invasion prisoners who were
sent to the U. 8. “on credit”
by Castro last spring.

Most of the prisoners quick-
ly discarded the clean shirts
iand pants which Castro offi
icials had given them bef{ore
their. departure and put on
clothing issued by Ameuean
autharities.

Checks for $100 were also
available for cach prisoner}
After lunch, served on mess|
‘hall tables covered with imd{
|magulate white tablecloths,
ithe happy men were taken hy|
‘special buses o Miami.




